
 
 
Dear Future Eighth Graders and Parents, 

2022 Summer Reading

 
 
The Diocese of Rockville Centre Language Arts curriculum states, “Students will read a minimum of 25 
books or the equivalent per year across all content areas.” Similarly, the Common Core Standards encourage 
the constant reading of both fiction and nonfiction texts. Learning is a year-round endeavor, and summer 
vacation presents a unique opportunity to catch up on reading for personal enjoyment. 

 

 
To assist students in reaching the goal of becoming active readers, I have assembled a summer reading list. 
This year, there is one required text for future 8th graders. All students must read: 

 

 
●   Chasing Lincoln’s Killer by James Swanson 

 
 
In addition, students are also asked to choose another book, either fiction or nonfiction, to read this summer. I 
have compiled a list of other choice books that might be interesting to read; these choice books are NOT 
mandatory, but just a list of other books that might be appealing. Furthermore, this year we will be reading 
S.E. Hinton’s The Outsiders and Elie Wiesel’s Night during the course of the year. As a result, I respectfully 
request that students not read these books for their choice book this summer.  
 

Choice Book List: 
●   The Giver by Lois Lowry (Series of books to choose from)  
●   Sea of Monsters by Rick Riordan (or any book by Rick Riordan not including The Lightning Thief)  
●   The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
●   Miracle on 49th Street by Mike Lupica 
●   The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 
●   Looking for Alaska by John Green 
●   A Series of Unfortunate Events by Lemony Snicket (Series of books to choose from) 

 
 

 To summarize, students are required to read Chasing Lincoln’s Killer and complete the 
attached questions prior to the first day of school. Additionally, students are to read a second book 
either of their own choosing or from the list above and complete the attached graphic organizer 
before the first day of school. A brief project on their choice book will be assigned the first week of 
school.  

 
 
 

 
Best wishes for a healthy, happy, and relaxing summer! 
 
Ms. M. Callahan  
ELA Teacher, Grades 7 and 8  

 



Name   Date  

ELA 8 Summer Reading- Chasing Lincoln’s Killer                                                                    8-   
 
 
Task: Respond to each of the following questions in complete sentences. Please be sure to proofread your work 
for spelling and grammatical mistakes. You may either type or handwrite these questions on a separate piece of 
paper. 

 
1. How did the events leading up to the fall of Richmond and the surrender of Robert E. Lee become the 
catalysts of John Wilkes Booth’s assassination plot? Use text information and your own interpretations to 
answer the question (Prologue). 

 
2. What is the significance of a person of Booth’s stature being a presidential assassin? What would be its 
equivalent in the present-day? Use text information and your own interpretation to answer the question 
(Chapter 1). 

 
3. How did the previous failures to kidnap President Lincoln affect Booth? Why did these plans fail, and what 
was the irony in these failures? Use text information and your own interpretations to answer the question 
(Chapter 1). 

 
4. Why was Booth allowed to gain entrance into the Presidential Box so easily at Ford’s Theater? How is this 
different from today’s presidential security? Use text information and your own interpretations to answer the 
questions. Use text information and your own interpretation to answer the question (Chapter 2). 

 
5. What factors saved William Seward from being murdered by Lewis Powell? Use text information and your 
own interpretations to answer the question. Use text information and your own interpretation to answer the 
question (Chapter 3). 

 
6. Compare and contrast how history views actors John Wilkes Booth and Laura Keene. How did both of these 
people make history for very different reasons? Use text information and your own interpretations to answer 
the question. Use text information and your own interpretation to answer the question (Chapter 4). 

 
7. Was Dr. Samuel Mudd doing his duty as a doctor or do you believe he was aiding and abetting the 
presidential assassin? Use text information and your own interpretations to answer the question. (Chapter 5). 

 
8. Why did Edwin Stanton feel it was appropriate to give Mary Jane Welles, the wife of the Secretary of the 
Navy, Gideon Welles, a lock of Lincoln’s hair? Do you think this was appropriate? Why or why not? Use text 
information and your own interpretation to answer the question (Chapter 6). 

 
9. How did Thomas Jones thwart the manhunt for John Wilkes Booth? What was his main motivation for 
helping Booth and Herold? How did this plan also leave them vulnerable? Use text information and your own 
interpretation to answer the question (Chapter 7). 

 
1o. Explain the reasons Mary Surrat did not betray John Wilkes Booth. Why, then, did she deny knowing Lewis 
Powell? Use text information and your own interpretation to answer the question (Chapter 8).



11. Why was Booth dismayed at the press coverage of Lincoln’s assassination? How did he think the public 
and the press would feel about his act? Use text information and your own interpretations to answer the 
question (Chapter 9). 

 
12. Why wasn’t Thomas Jones brought to justice for his role in Booth’s escape? What was Jones’ motivation 
for telling the story when he did? Use text information and your own interpretation to answer the question 
(Chapter10). 

 
13. How did Colonel Lafayette Baker’s hubris (look it up!) and self-promotion actually aid the manhunt for 
Booth? Use text information and your own interpretations to answer the question (Chapter 11). 

 
14. How do we know that money, greed, and fame were large motivating factors in the capture of John Wilkes 
Booth? Use text information and your own interpretations to answer the questions (Chapter 12-13). 

 
15. How do you think the conspirators were treated during their imprisonment leading up to their executions? 
What clues lead you to this conclusion? Use text information and your own interpretations to answer this 
question (Chapter 14). 

 
16. Why does the author think that Booth was a failure? It is true that he did assassinate President Abraham 
Lincoln, but what did he hope to accomplish? Did Booth himself see this disappointment before he died? Use 
text information and your own interpretations to answer the question (Epilogue). 

 



 

Name   

Date  

ELA Summer Reading- Text of Choice                                                          8-   
 
 
Task (optional): Complete the following graphic organizer completely using your knowledge of the text. You 
do not need to write in complete sentences for your notes. 

 

 
Novel:                                                          by    

 

 
 
 

Plot- List the major events of the story 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Setting- Where and when does it occur 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Characters-List both the major and minor characters. 
Write notes about all of these characters 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conflict(s)- What are the main problems? How are 
they resolved? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme- What is the author trying to say about the 
world or about life? 


